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PROVERBS xvi. „. 


WHEN A MAN'S WAYS PLEASE THE LORD, HE MAKETH 
EVEN HIS ENEMIES TO BE AT PEACE WITH HIM. 


Is compliance with the recommendation of that 11 
LUSTRIOUs Max, who fo worthily preſides over our A- 
merican nation; and I hope that I may add with equal 
truth, that in compliance with our ardent wiſhes and 
inclinations, we are this day aſſembled, gratefully to 
recollect the ſignal favors of Heaven toward us, as a 
people, and publicly to acknowledge our gratitude. 
The words, which have been read to you, will, we truſt, 
lead us into ſome reflections, ſuitable to the occaſion. 
« When a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him 


PEACE has ever been accounted one of the greateſt 
bleſſings which the children of men enjoy upon earth. 
Hence among the Oriental nations, eſpecially the He- 
brews, the higheſt ſalutation was, Peace be to you.” 
On the contrary, war and diſcord have ever been eſ- 
teemed ſome of the greateſt plagues and afflictions of 
mankind. When David had diſpleaſed God, the 
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* 


Prophet was commiſſioned to give him his choice of 
three ſore evils 3 either ſeven years famine, three 
months flight before his enemies, or three days peſti- 
lence in his land, 


THE plagues of war, famine, peſtilence, and other 
evils come not forth of the duſt; but from the hand 
of our heavenly Father. From him cometh down ev- 
ery good and every perfect gift; © and ſhall there be 
evil | in the city and the Lord hath not done it?“ He 
ſends both adverſity and proſperity. Peace is one of 
his choiceſt bleſſings ; and war oneof his heavieſt judg- 
ments. They are generally allotted to any people, 
according to the terms on which they ſtand with Hea- 
ven. | | 


AFTER enumerating the bleſſings, which the Iſrael- 
ites might expect upon their obedience to God, Moſes 
informs them, that in caſe of diſobedience the heavieſt 
calamities await them. Among other judgments, he 
mentions the calamities of war. But our text aſſures 
us, that, „when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.“ 
And this is equally applicable to nations. 


: IN er diſcourſing from theſe 3 we _ 
in the 


FIRST PLACE, Shaw that peace is a 1 great and a val- 
uable — 3 


* Amos ill. 6. 
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- SECONDLY, That it is Gop ALONE, who tenth 
WOT eee ee 255 

THIRDLY, That they only, who 5 to e 
their ways pleaſing to God, may rationally expect this 
important gift. Aſter attending to theſe particulars, 
- we ſhall cloſe with ſome application. | 


Wx are in the FIRST PLACE to ſhew, that peace is 
a great and a * * . 


B PEACE, we n undentand a late of re- 

conciliation with an offended God z or that calm tran- 
quillity of ſoul, which is oppoſed to thoſe fears and 
horrors, which the workers of | iniquity experience. 
But, the peace. ſpoken” of in the text nn refers 
to peace with our fellow creatures. 


IF we N into the ſacred 3 we ſhall and 5 880 
after the apoſtacy of man, thoſe luſts and paſſions, 
which uncontrouled, degrade our nature, and produce 
wars and fightings, ſoon made their appearance upon 
the earth. The fatal effects of hatred, envy, revenge, 
and other angry paſſions were early diſcovered. Cain x 
drew the ſword, and ſpilt the firſt human blood; and 
may we not ſay with propriety, that it has ſcarcely 
been ſheathed ſince? Private perſons have frequently 
cheriſhed inveterate hatred. Parties and factions have 
often appeared. Kingdoms, States and Empires have 
riſen in arms againſt each other. Unnumbered mil- 


12 

lions have fallen ſacrifices at the ſhrine of ambition; 
and thoſe fields, which ſhould have been cultivated by 
their hands, have been watered with their blood. To 
theſe calamities, peace is directly oppoſed, With re- 
| ſped to individuals, it implies, that they are on terms 
of friendſhip, that they love, and are beloved. With 
reſpect to kingdoms and nations, it implies, that they 
are in harmony, unitedly ſtudying to promote their 
common welfare. Where its benign influences are 
felt, there are no broils, quarrels or contentions; but 
that amiable ſpirit, which religion inſpires, and by che- 
rithing which; man acts up to the yy of his 1 85 0 
1 (HOY the * effects. 


WHEN war is the lot of any people, how many Kees 
of woe and diſtreſs, which rend the heart, with anguiſh, 
riſe to our view ! Behold the difconſolate widow bath- 
ed in tears for the deareſt object of her love upon earth, 
fallen in the field of battle! See the fond parent ready 
to go down, as it were, into the grave for the loſs of a 
| ſon, whom he fondly hoped would have been a ſupport 
and comfort to him in the decline of life | Hear the 
fatherleſs children crying, in the moſt plaintive tones, 
that their tender parent is among the ſlain ! See the 
bofom throb with pain, at being torn from the em- 
| braces of an affectionate brother! What heart tending 
fighs are uttered, at being deprived of the endearing 
converſation of a much loved friend! What loſſes and 
diſappointments do we hear of! How many are inter- 
rupted in their lawful purſuits ! How many are depriv- 
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ed of the means of obtaining a comfortable ſubſiſtence, 
while dependent families are looking up to them fot 
daily bread ! If we are not callous to the beſt feelings 
of the human heart, we muſt often be filled with the 
moſt poignant grief, while we heat the cries of the 
wounded ; look upon their mangled limbs; and lee 
their garments rolled in blood: This is but a faint; an 
imperfect deſcription of the miſeries of war. But can 
peace procure us an exemption frota this dreadful cata- 
logue of evils? We anſwer, that peace can by no 
means procure us an exemption froni many calamities 
to which we are ever liable. But we may venture to 
aſſert, that the evils, which à people ſuffer, when peace 
prevails among them, compared with thoſe, which 
they muſt feel, wheti expoſed to the ravages of war; 
are lighter than the duſt of the balance. Peace muſt 
therefore be acknowledged by every ſober and diſpaſ- 
fionate mind a great, a valuable bleſſing. God eſteems 
it a bleſſing ; he ſends . it as a favor; while war is one 
of his moſt terrible judgments. Men juſtly account 
peace a bleſſing. It is the ſubject of their wiſhes and 
their prayers. Jacob prayed that hig brother might 
become reconciled to him. David; though a man of 
war, yet loved and ardently wiſhed for peace. He 
pathetically laments that he muſt ſhare ſo largely in 
wars, broils, and bloodſhed; * Woe is me, ſaid he, 
that I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the tents of 
Kedar. My ſoul bath long dwelt with him, that hat- 

In B | | 


CF © 
eth peace. | 1 am for peace; but when I ſpeak: they 


ator war. | 


WHEN peace prevails among a people, there ſhall 
n violence be heard in their land, nor waſting de- 
ſtruction within their borders. P They ſhall be free 
from thoſe fears, terrors, and diſmal expectations, 
which are the dire concomitants of war. Where peace 
prevails, ths people enjoy the outward bleſſings and 
comforts, of life; their eſtat&, their friends, their reli - 
gion; but war embitters them all. 


we ſhall now attempt to ſhew, as was propoſed 
SECONDLY, that it 18 Gop ALONK, who giveth peace 
to individuals and to nations. He maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.“ 


THE heart of Eſau was full of malice and revenge 
againſt his brother, and he purpoſed nothing leſs, than 
to cut him off with the ſword. They parted in enmi- 
ty, when Jacob journeyed to Padanaram; and when 
he was returning, Eſau goes out to meet him, doubt- 
leſs with bloody intentions. The pleaſing alteration in 
his deſign, and his meeting his brother in love and 
friendſhip, muſt be attributed to a divine influence on 
his heart, in anſwer to Jacob's effectual and fervent 
prayers . Solomon's peaceful reign was evidently 
from the overuling providence and power of God, put- 

ting the dread and fear of Iſrael upon the ſurrounding 
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* Pſalm cxx. 5, 6, 7. + Ifaiah i. 18. 
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nations. We are plainly told in the oracles of truth, 
that it is God, who giveth peace. He maketh wars 
to ccaſe unto the ends of the earth, he breaketh the 
bow, and cutteth the ſpear aſunder; he burneth the 
chariot in the fire.“ C | 


cov is the 6ovERNoR of the earth. He is the ſor- 
ereign Lord and Arbiter of all controverſies. He 
commandeth the ſword to be unſheathed, and to be 
put up again into the ſcabbard. He doth accord- 
ing to his will in the army. of Heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth.”+ All changes on the face 
of the earth, and all events are from him. God has 
the hearts of all men in his hand. Their love and ha- 
tred, their courage and fear are fo overuled, as to ſub- 
ſerve ſome important purpoſes. of . his providence. 
« Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe him, and the 
remainder. of wrath ſhall he reſtrain. ET 


w are ſenſible that obſervations of this nature w.!l = 
be regarded, as vain and futile, by thoſe, who deny that 
God exerciſes a providential care and government over 
the works of creation. But the doctrine of an overul- 
ing providence is of the higheſt importance in religion. 
A firm perſuaſion that God not only created the world 

at firſt, but that he ſtill preſerves and governs it; up- 
holding us in life; providing for us all thoſe things, 
on which our preſent comfort and future happineſs de- 
pend; and regulating with conſummate wiſdom and 
+ Pſalm alvi. 9. + Daniel 5 35. $ Pſalm ee | 


Sm I ; 
goodneſs all the events that befal us ; lays the moft 
ſolid foundation for our loving, honoring, obeying and 
confiding in him. Whereas, ſhould we profeſs to be- 
lie ve ever ſo firmly, that there is a God, who gave be- 
ing to the world; yet if we believe that he does not 
concern himſelf about his creatures ; and in particular 
that he takes no care of men and their affairs, this 
would be to all the purpoſes of religion, as if we did 
not acknowledge a God. The belief of the provi- 
dence of Go, is as neceſſary a faundation of religion, 
as the belief of his exiſtence. The infinitely wiſe God 
never acts without deſign ; and his deſigns bear the 
ſignatures of his ATTRIBUTES. It cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed, that he would make the world, only to give a glo- 
rious eſſay of his power and wiſdom in making it. It 
cannot be reconciled with the perfections of the DEIxx, 
to make ſuch a world as this, and afterwards to exer- 
ciſe no care or concern about it. Wherein would con- 
fiſt the wiſdom of making reaſonable creatures capa» 
ble of being governed by laws, and endued with a ſenſe 
of good and evil; and yet, to be utterly regardleſs how 
they conducted; whether virtue or vice, happineſs or 
miſery prevailed among them? Should the exerciſe 
and diſplay of the divine perſections be ſuppoſed the 
reaſon, which induced God to create the wor'd, the 
ſame reaſon muſt equally induce him to preſerve and 
govern it. After the glory of the divine perfections 
has been fo eminently diſplayed, in the formation of 
this beautiful and well-ordered ſyſtem, to leave it to 
be conducted by chance, or to fall into diſorder and 


(46 -) 
n would be acting a part, of which no wiſe 
man would be guilty. How abſurd then is it, to aſ- 
cribe fuck conduct to the all- wiſe, and perfect God! 
Can it be reconcileable with the amiable character of 
the benevolent ySA RENT or THE UNIVERSE, to make 
ſuch numberleſs orders of beings, and then to forſake 
them? The concluſion lies ſo obvious to the common 
ſenſe of all mankind, that all, who believe the world 
was formed by a sur RME, INTELLIGENT, - DESIGN=- 
ING CAUSE, muſt confeſs that the ſame infinitely wiſe, 
good and powerful ING exerciſes a conſtant care 
and government over it. 


THE EpficuklAxs, who denied a providence, were 
ſo wiſe, as to be conſiſtent with themſelves. They at- 
tributed the formation of the world not to the wiſdom 
and power of a deſigning cauſe, but to chance or a for- 
tuitous concourſe and jumble of atoms. For they could 
find no effectual method of excluding Gop from the 
government of the world, which they deſired to do, 
but by denying that he made it. But the ſtupendous 
ſyſtem of the uxivERS E, with the various orders of in- 
telligent beings it contains, bears ſo many illuſtrious 
proofs of the amazing {kill and contrivance of the Di- 
VINE ARrT1FIcss, that to aſſign its formation to unde- 
ſigning chance, or an unintelligent cauſe, would be as 
fooliſh a conceit, as ever entered the mind of man. 
And, when we conſider, that the reaſons for believing 
that the world was formed by a wiſe and powerſul be- 

ing, are infinitely more cogent than thoſe which in- 
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duce us to believe the moſt exquiſite productions of 
human ſkill and genius, to be the effect of contrivance 
and deſign; we are led almoſt irreſiſtably to conclude, 
that the ſame infinite power and wiſdom, which gave 
exiſtence to the world, {till continues to preſide over it; 
and ſo orders its various changes, that they ſubſerve 
the important purpoſes of his providence. If the fore- 
going obſervations are juſt, we muſt acknowledge that 
it is Gop ALONE Who gyeth peace to individuals and | 
to nations, : 


; Z ha 


wx proceed to ſhew, as was propoſed in the THIRD 
PLACE, that they only, who endeavour to make their 
ways pleaſing to God, may rationally expect this moſt 


important gift, The truth. of this obſervation will 


appear from God's own declaration, and from ſcriptural 
examples and inſtances, God has frequently informed 
us that he gives peace to ſuch as endeavour to pleaſe 
him ; and on the contrary, that he ſends war, as a 
judgment upon the wicked or diſobedient. And it 
ſhall come to pals, ſays Moſes, addrefling himſelf to 
Iſrael, if thou ſhalt hearken diligently unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God, to obſerve and to do all his com- 
mandments, which I command thee this day, that the 
Lord thy God will ſet thee on bigh, above all the na- 


tions of the earth. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the city ; 
and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the field. Bleſſed ſhall be 


the fruit of thy body ; and the fruit of thy ground ; 
and the fruit of thy cattle; the increaſe of thy kine, 
and the flocks of thy ſheep. Bleſſed ſhall be thy baſk» 


c ws ) 


et and thy ſtore. | Blefled. ſhalt thou be, when thou 


comeſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be, when, thou goeft 
out. If enemies rife W nn they ſhall be 


ſmitten before thy face.” 6. 1 O chat they were wile, © 


that they underſtood this, that they would conſider 
their latter end? How ſhall one chaſe a thouſand, 
and two. put ten thouſand to flight. After God had 
ſaid, O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
Iſrael had walked in my ways! it follows, I ſhould 
ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand 


againſt their adverſaries. The haters of the Lord 


ſhould have fubmitted themſelves unto him, but their 
time _— have endured W | | | 


wh have a proofs, from 1 examples 


and inſtances, that they, who endeavour to pleaſe God, 
ſhall have peace with their enemies. Jacob was a 
faithful ſervant of the Moſt High, and-it was his piety 
which prevailed with God to reconcile his angry broth- 
er to him. While the Iſraelites pleaſed God, no ene- 
my dared to lift up a weapon againſt them. They en- 
joyed the promifed land in peace and ſecurity. But, 
when they neglected to worſhip and obey God, their 
enemics invaded them on every fide, and: often tri- 
umphed over them. Their whole hiftory confirms 
this truth. While Solomon's conduct was pleaſing to 
God, how-glorious, peaceful and happy was his reign } 
But, when he favoured the worſhip of idols, he ſoon 
found trouble and uneaſineſs. Hezekiah, who made it 
| + Deut. xxviti. 4—7. f XXII. 20, 39- J Plalm laxxi. 13—1 2 


| 
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„ 
the great deſign of his government to pleaſe the KI xo 


or Kixcs, lived as it were, in an impregnable fortreſs, 


and proud Senacherib paid very dearly for his preſump- 
tion in drawing the ſword againſt him. But when Ma- 


naſſeh his ſon, had filled Jerufalem with idolatry and 


innocent blood, he was ſoon taken captive, bound with 
fetters and carried to Babylon. Upon his unfeigned 
repentance and humiliation, God gave him favor in the 
ſight of his enemies, and brought him back again, and 
replaced him on his throne in peace and honor. 


THE foregoing inſtances are ſufficient, to convince 
every ſerious and reflecting perſon, that they only, who 
endeavour to make their ways pleaſing to God, may ra- 
tionally expect peace with their enemies. 


HAVING | attended to the ſeveral particulars, from 
which it was propoſed to diſcourſe, it remains for us to 


make ſome application of the ſubject. 


IS PEACE then, my brethren, ſo great, ſo valuable a 


bleſſing, as has been repreſented ? What abundant 


cauſe have ive for gratitude to him, who * peace to 
individuals and to nations? 


A FEW years only ws dlapſed, ſince we were expoſed 
to the dreadful calamities of war. Often were our ears 
ſaluted with the ſound of the trumpet, and the clangor 
of arms. Often were the fields of AMzrica watered 
with the blood of her ſons. _— whoſe memories 


U 
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will ever be dear to us, laid down their lives upon the 
altar of their country. Aided by the Gop or ates, 
THE SOVEREIGN ARBITER OF NATIONS, to whom we 
| appealed for the juſtice of our cauſe, our enemies were 
ſubdued before us. The haughty nation, with whom 
we contended, was compelled publicly to acknowledge 
our FREEDOM, SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE. - 
The friends of liberty throughout the world rejoiced in 

the 3 of our revolution. 


Arrzs the ade of peace, the wait of 4 
firm, efficient, federal government was ſenſibly felt, and 
greatly lamented by all honeſt men. Our credit, our 
reputation were daily ſinking ; and the ſituation of our 
country was truly deplorable. The good ſenſe of our 
enlightened citizens ſoon led them to adopt a conſtitu- | 
tion of government, framed by ſtateſmen and legiſla- 
tors, inferior to none in the world. This government 

has given us a fair national reputation, The happy 
effects of its operation have been felt through every 
part of America, Proſperity has attended our coun- 
trymen in their various purſults, and we have been at 
peace with the tations of Europe. The Savages of 
the wilderneſs have, indeed, made war upon our fron- 
tiers, and diſturbed our tranquillity, But they bave 
recently been convinced, that it is in the power of the 
UnireD STATEs to puniſh their cruelties, and their 

encroachments | on our territories g, and the proſpect 
6 N | >. 
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of peace with, them, upon honorable and e ad- 
vantageous terms, Is evidently brightening. Hart 
THERE are choſe, however, who, 287 8 againſt ou 25 r 
excellent Conſtitution, and diſcover a factious and an. 


| uneaſy ſpirit under i its equitable adminiſtration. They | 


> 


would, if their power 'were equal N 
overthrow this noble Production *of buwan, wiſdom, 
| Undoubtedly pleaſing themſelyes, that they ſhould riſe 


into conſequence upon its ruins. 


* 


$5 * Say 


is ES. 


year paſt, from a 2 poxeer, were great. 1 * a 
wiſe and a good magiſtrate will never have recourſe to 
war, till every honorable effort for preſerying peace, has 
been tried in vain. Thus thought that EAT MAx, 
THAT UNPARALLELED STATESMAN, by whoſe recom- 
mendation United America is this day convened, 
Heaven has ſmiled on the councils of + our BELOVED. 
Pn ESIDENT. We muſt be wilfully blind, we muſt be 
ſtupid t to an aftoniſhing degree, not. to regard him as a 
CHOSEN INSTRUMENT in the hand of the AlMiohrv, 
for preſerving u us from the horrors of war, and continu- 
ing to us the bleſſings of p peace. His prudent negoci- | 
ations, however, have been grofsly miſrepreſented, and 
ſhamefully calumniated by artful and deſigning men, 
by popular demagogues, who, under tl the ſpecious maſk 
of flaming patriotiſm, are endeayouring to deſtroy a 
Conſtitülion, which would honor any nation jn "the 
world. Such men may, for a time, conceal their views 


/ 
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from their fellow-creatures ; they may pak for a while ; 
as the great friends of the people. But that 600D 
MAN, who ſtands higheſt in his country's honors, and 
| thoſe xEAL PATRIOTS AND STATESMEN, who firmly 
| ſupported him in his wiſe and prudent meaſures, will 
enjoy the approbation of conſcience, the applauſe of the 
virtuous and the wiſe. And while they, who from 
baſe and finifter motives, have made it their principal 
buſineſs to vilify and traduce them, fink into merited 
diſgrace and oblivion ; the names, the virtues, and the 
eminent ſervices of theſe worthy characters, will live in 
the breaſts of grateful Americans to the lateſt period of 
time. 


wirk painful emotions, and honeſt indignation we 
have lately ſeen the inſidious exertions of ſtrangers, in- 
imical to our peace, united with domeſtic foes, ſo far 
ſucceeded, as to bring on an open inſurrection in a ſiſt- 
er State. But the chief Magiſtrate of our country, the 
watchful guardian of our laws, ever awake to our in- 
tereſt, unwearied in his endeavours to preſerve our 
peace, and advance our proſperity, adopted ſuch mea- 
fures as ſoon. checked its progreſs. The leaders of fac- 
tion have either been taken into cuſtody, or have been 
compelled to ſeek their ſafety without the vn ox. 
The warmeſt incenſe of grateful hearts ſhould aſcend 
to uu, who giveth peace to individuals and to nations ; 
who © ſcattereth the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts,“ 8 and diſappointeth the devices of the craf- 
Tube 1. 51. HS, 
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1 
ty. Let us alſo remember the tribute of gratitude 
we owe to thoſe who cheerfully ſtept forth at the call 
of their country, to cruſh this wicked and daring in- 
ſurrection; and to preſerve unimpaired the beautiful | 
fabric of our xa rt. GOVERNMENT, 


wHEN we contemplate the fituation of our own 
country, every good man muſt drop the tear of ſympa- 
| l thy over the miſeries of unhappy Pol Ax p, compelled 
60 to ſubmit to the unjuſt claims of cruel deſpots and vile 
ll pſurpers. The idea is painful, the thought is dreadful | 1 
| | Wecan only conſole ourſelves with the reflection, that 

| 

| 

11 


6 verily there is a God who judgeth in the earth ; 34 


[| and that the time will come, when theſe monſters in 
FI bumap form, “ ſhall feel the wounds they give.” 
| 


| Nax they, who are now contending with powerful = [ 
| nations for the juſt rights and privileges of human na- 
| tue, ſoon reap the bleſſings of peace and good govern- 
| ment. But, as they wiſh to be a happy, let them be- 
{1 Come a religious people ; ; remembering that, notwith- 
ſtanding all their victories and all their triumphs, with- 
out RELIGION they muſt be wretched. May the 
wicked eſtabliſhment rus NNY and SUPERSTITION 
every where ſoon fall to the ground, and on the mighty 
ruins be erefted TEMPLES. of FREEDOM and 
K NOW LEDGE, conſecrated to the liberty, and to the 
| happinels of mankind. We ray cloſe the diſcourſe 
with a few reſlections. 
.: Job v. 12. I Phaly Jvini. 11. 
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vo WE Wiſh then my Bret hren for the continuance and 
confirmation of the bleſſings which we now enjoy. Let 
us remember, that we cannot rationally expect theſe 
things, unleſs we endeavor to make our ways pleaſing 
to God. We muſt in our ſeveral ſtations, by every 
means in our power, diſcountenance thoſe vices, which | 
are a reproach to any people, and promote thoſe vit- 
tues, which exalt a nation. If we hope ſtill to be fa- 
vored with civil and religious liberty, let us cheriſh 
and inculcate a cheerful obedience to the conſtituted 
authorities of our country. Let us guard againſt thoſe 
exceſſive and groundleſs jealouſies, which injure the beſt 
of governments, and which are altogether repugnant 
to the exerciſe of rational liberty. Let us beware of 
unprincipled men, who, while they profeſs to be the | 
warmeſt friends of the people, are in reality their great- 
eſt enemies. Eſpecially, let a ſupreme regard for reli- 
gion be a predominant principle in our hearts. 


PERMIT me here to infroduce the ſentiments of a 
writer, whoſe name is never mentioned, but the ideas 
of PIETY, BENEVOLBNCE, PATRIOTISM and PHILAN- 
THROPY crowd upon my mind. In the late excellent 
Doctor Prict, theſe virtues were exhibited in a 
moſt pleaſing light. In his obſervations on the im- 
portance of the American revolution, and the means 
of making it a benefit to the world, he thus expreſſes 
himſelf. © In the Ux IT ED STATES may RELIGION 
flouriſh. They cannot be very great and happy if it 
does not, But let it be a better religion, than the 
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moſt of thoſe, which have hitherto been profeſſed in 
the world. Let it be a religion, which enforces moral 
obligations; not a religion, which relaxes and evades 
them. A tolerant, and catholic religion; not a rage 
for proſelitiſm. A religion of peace and charity; not 
a religion, that perſecutes, curſes, and damns. In a 
word, let it be the genuine goſpel of peace, lifting 
above the world, warming the heart with the love of 
God and his creatures; and ſuſtaining the fortitude of 
good men by the aſſured hope of a future deliverance 
from death, and an infinite reward in the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. It is only this 
kind of religion, that can bleſs the world, or be of any 
advantage to fociety.” This religion, let it be our 
ambition to poſſeſs. It will be an ornament to us, as 
individuals; it will be our dignity and honor as a peo- 
ple. The exerciſe of it will ever be pleaſing in the 
fight of heaven: and will prepare us for thoſe pure 

abodes, where uninterrupted peace forever reigns. | 


AMEN. 
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